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CORONAVIRUS — AGRICULTURE 
552. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. What I am referring to is government assistance to bring in specialised skills for 
our workforce for the agricultural sector. My question is: what do I say to the four or five farming constituents who 
contact me every day asking me what is the Premier doing about getting specialised skilled staff for the forthcoming 
spring shearing program or the upcoming grain harvest? 
The SPEAKER: This is a supplementary, member. It is not a speech. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I am unaware because the member did not express what specialist skills. What is the member talking about? 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Shearing and harvesting. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member did not say that. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I let the member for Roe, but it is his question, not yours. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: My father was a wool classer. I spent a lot of time in shearing sheds when I was a lad. 
In any event, we have a hard border. When the member refers to the FIFO workforce, our aim has been to get the 
FIFO workforce to move here permanently from the eastern states. We have expressed that to the industry. 
In respect of the AFL, which the member seems to run down—I am not sure that one of the member’s relatives 
would be too happy with those comments—we have organised an arrangement by which they quarantine for 
two weeks. I understand that very shortly the teams will be on their way out of the state. In any event, I am unaware 
of any specific requests in relation to this matter. However, we have said that, particularly when it comes to 
seasonal matters and people who might be required in agricultural areas and, indeed, in tourism and other industries, 
we want to see Western Australians employed. As I said, we are encouraging and working towards getting 
Western Australians out there to undertake these roles. 
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